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Ganges.    His work was entitled, after his royal patron,
the Kri&hna-r&ya Bh&rata.
JThe success of the Bharata led to a similar presen-
tation of the story of the Ramayana, which was now
given to Kanarese readers for the first time from the
Brahmanical standpoint. The work was produced at
Torave, in the Sholapur district, and is generally known
as the Torave Ramayana. The author calls himself
Kumara Valmlki^ after the author of the Sanskrit
Ramayana; but his real name was Narahari. His
exact date is unknown; but it is later than Kumara
Vyasa, whom he mentions. Mr. Narasirhhacharya
places him about 1500; but no mention of him seems
to have been found till the eighteenth century.
The Bhagavata Purana 'was the third great Vaish-
nava classic reproduced in Kanarese about the same
time. Its author was Chatu-Vitthala-natha, who appears
to have lived at Vijayanagar in the time of Krishna
Raya and Achyuta Raya. His date is about 1530. He
also prepared a fuller rendering of the Pauloma and
Astika parvas of the Mahabharata, which had only been
briefly summarised by Kumara Vyasa,
It will be observed that the three great Vaishnaya
classics were probably all .completed during the reigns
of Krishna Raya (1509-29) and Achyuta Raya (1530-42).
This was a period in which the literatures of .Kanarese
and Telugu meet, both languages being equally patro-
nised by these princes, who are said to have had eight
celebrated poets at their court. Beside the Vaishnavas
just mentioned, there were, among those who flourished
at the same time, the Lingayat Mallanarya, and the
Jainas, Mangarasa and Abhinaya Vadi Vidyananda,
Popular Devotional Songs. The worship of Krishna
was further popularised by short songs in ragafe metres
by Vaishnava dasas, or mendicant singers, who wandered
from village to village. They received their inspiration
from Madhvacharya, to whom they all express indebted-
ness, and from Chaitanya, who, about 1510, visited all
the chief shrines of South India, teaching men every-
where to chant the name of Hari, and who died at Puri